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JOHN H.CLAPe 
1509 SIXTEENTH STREET,N.W. 
WASHINGTON,D.C. 


Mch.7.1920. 


Mr J. Howland Wood. 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Mr Wood. 
Your letter of March 5th. reached me this 


morning. The piece Mr Sears spoke of was the gold dollar 

of 1858 P mint. This piece originally I believe came in a 

gold proof set of that date purchased abroad. It was for many 

year in the possession of Mr J.C.Randall of Philadelphia, a 

very prominent collector in his time, who has been #gmdfo## dead 

for many years. My Father had seen the piece and was very ## 
anxious to acquire it for our collection but Randall would not 

sell it. Finally he found that the piece had been sold. I have 
never heard of another like it, and in fact doubt if many collec-— 
tors of the gold coinage of our country even know of this variety. in 
I have never seen the piece myself but understood from my Father i 
that it had a much larger "I" in I Dollar than on the ordinary 
piece of this date, bik of course you will be able to verify this 
and other differences by examination of the piece in question as 
Mr Sears told me that the piece was now in the collection of the 
American Numismatic Society. Possible it may have been struck 
from a pattem die. If you have time would like very much to 
have a description of this coin giving the main points of difference © 
from the regular die of that year. 


Very sincerely yours. 


